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New York Theatre Diary 


No Other Ground- Originals Only 4/16/54, A New farce by Alexander Bunsen direct- 
ed by Tom Hillee.Now You See It-Longacre 4/19/54, Magic show with Milbourne Christ- 
ophereeeHamlet- Jan Hus 4/19/54, Shakespeare Guild Festival Company presents the 
historidal play,directed by Herbert Kramer...The Golden Apple-moves to alvin 4/20/64 
Indoor Sport- Diamond Horsehoe 4/28/54. New comedy by “ce Perry with Lionel Stander, 
Steven etTT presented by Anthony Parella. Refreshments and dancing after the play. 


Current New York Theatre Reviews 


Anniversary Waltz- Broadhurst 4/7/54, Split notices greeted the new Jerome © 
Chodor ov- Josep @lds comedy starring Kitty Carlisle ani Macdonald Carey. News, 
Mirror and World Telegram & Sun oritics enjoyed the domedy about the problems that 
turn up at a 15th wedding celebration. Moss Hart's direotion shared equal billing 
with the playing and writings But. the other daily critics panned it lightly for 
being machine made, rather than life-like, Several noted that the audience enjoyed 
itself despite this critical judgement. Most reported the vicarious thrill of watch 
ing two TV sets being busted. Watts,Post, summed up the disse&hing viewpoint by 
stating that though there is quite a lot to laugh ovér, it seems unsatisfactory be- 
cause it is machine made rather than genuine and likeable. 


By the Beautiful Sea- Majestic 4/8/54.100% raves for Shirley Booth filed by 


the aily reviewers, dut there is a difference of opinion on the merits of the 
new musical, Times, News, World Telegram & Sun, and Journal American aisle-sitters 
found enough entertainment to recommend it. Next t> Miss Booth Mae Barnes rated the 
best notices. Jo Mielziner's sets and Irene Sha-"! ''s costumes again won applause 
from alle Generally staging and performing rated better mentions than either the 
book by Herbert and Dorothy Fields, the music by Arthur Sohwartz or the lyrics by 
Mr Fields, Mary Harmon also was singled out for special notice by several of the 
critics, Critics on the con side vetoed project mostly because the dull script and 
lyrics didn't live up to the star. Plot, stated Kerr,Herald Tribune, was always 
pedestrian and sometimes even incoherent. Coleman,Mirror,rated show as "so-so", 
though he considered it worth seeing for its star alone, Watts,Post, suggests the 
evening would have been more fun if the book had been thrown away altogether. 


The Magic and The Loss- Booth 4/9/54, Chapman,News, filed sole pro notice for 


Julian Funt's new play, and even that wasn't an o&tright okay. He noted the excell- 
ent quality in the production- in the writing of FPumt, the direction of Michael 

Go rdon, and the acting of Uta Hagen, Robert Preston and young Charles Taylor. But 
they all seemed pointless because he was never able to determine either the purpose 
or the direction of the drama, Remainder pahned it as dull,non-theatrical, case 
study in child psychology. Kerr,Herald Tribune, thought the acting only gave a casual 
veneer to the script. It didn't turn its self-pity into genuinely moving theatre. 
Tedious, labeled Watts,Post, while McClain, Journal American, blamed failure of 
stated issues to come across with sufficient impacts Hawkins, WI&S, thought show 
would profit by being less civilized, 


Drama Desk Meeting 


The two guests of the next Drama Desk meeting, April 1° at Sardi's at 12 30 Py 
will be Fire Commiscioner Rdarerd and Bom Pottorsun, Director of 


a 


+ Off Broadway 


Many actors end actresses have moved 
from Off Broadway to Broadway this season. 
The latest is Jayne Heller who moved from 
her role as Ann Boleyn in the Blackfriars 
production of PRAISE OF FOLLY to a role 
in the cast of Sabrina Fair this week, 


Originals Only new production opens 
April 16, No Legal Grounds a faroe by 
Alexander Bunsen. One Foot to Sea will 
continue until thenseerhe crucible will 
be presented at Cooper Union Thursday & 
Fridey, April 15 and 16..,A Whitney Fun a 
grent has been given to the production of 
Gireaudoux' Electra which will be presented 
at the Henry St Playhouse starting April 
19, Barbera Leslie is starred in cast dir 
ected by Archie SmitheeeANTA has cancelled 
its preview of the Shakespeare Guild's 
Hemlet due to the recent Equity dispute 
at the Jen Hus playhouse,..The Lively Arts 
production at Theatre De Lye bar post 
poned to next season by John Cornell and 
Jean Adra, 


The a With A Cart ,the first pro- 
duction o e Broadway Chapel Players at 
Broadway Tabernacle Church which is being 
presented on Sundays at 5 30 Mi, drew 5 
pro reviews, All praised group's product- 
ion, staged by Richard Barr, Bill Penn,Cy- 
nthia Latham and Floride Friebus were 
applaided for fine performances. Shanley, 
Times,summed it up as a decidedly worth- 
while enterprise that should appeal to 
any theatregoer whose tastes are not oon- 
fined to the comercial stage, Hawkihs, 
WIéS,found it inspirational, Down, Variety, 
thought quality of performances and dir- 
ection frequently brought the production 
to a sharper end more intriguing level 
than the sometimes obscure and pretent-" 
ious poetry of Fry, Kerner,Women's Wear, 
billed it as a fervent and tasteful job, 
while Greenberg,Show Business, okayed it, 
Latter would have wished for more robust- 
ness in the playing at certain points, 


Sound of Hunting revival at the Che- 
rry Lene by Trio Productions was panned 
by Shanley,Times for being a routine’ and 
inconclusive script, Actors,he noted,did 
a commendable job with material on hand, 


Vaudeville 


Julius «+ Rosa heads the new stage 
show at Loew’. 3*ate April 17, This is 
the first stage presentation at the 
house s:"ce Dec 1947, Others on the bill 
jnoluie Kila Fitzgerald, and Archie Ble- 
yer vf his Orchestra, Also Herbert & 

S: nad Wells & Four Fay8..eNew Palace © 
stow features Jackie Bright, Slim Timblin, 
Jerry Cooper, Bob Rollins, Leslie & 

Lawrence, Olveras and Lerry & Trudy Leunge 


Theatre Book Comments 


"Men and Supermen" by AH Nethercot 
( Harvard Press) is a schole¥ly discourse 
on characters in GBS plays,sums up Down, 
Variety. Author has done an exhaustive, 
creditable job, though theatre folk may 
be inclined to find it sonething less 
then helpful. 


Theatre Record Comments ' 


Original cast albuns of Kismet ané 
The Girl in } ink Tights, both Columbia , 
are recommended by Coleman,Mirror, Critic 
also reminds of fine album of CamCan 
turned out by Capitol, Also approved 
were RCA Victor's Macbeth by Old Yio 
COM AY 


' CD Gift Coupon ' 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC 
show news, reviews, comments, Tickets, 
critics reports. Drama books, records, 
theatre on TV. SPECIAL S(MMER FEATURES, 

Perfect gift for “stage struck" 52 weeks | 
@ year,$l0 year. $12.50 foreign, 
Bill Me Later Check Attached 
Subsoriber's | 
Tune WNBC(NYC) Ben Grauer at 7 30 Af day 
after opening for "CD" quotes reviews, 
Tune WNYC(NYC) Around NYC on Thur 8 AM. 
for “Off Broadway Round Up " by "CD." 


Le 


1 Room Department 


OFF BROADWAY SUCCESS. «Reasons for the popularity of Off Broadway theatre this sea 
son are presented by Kerr,Herald Tribune, and Dash, Women's Wear, Former be- 
lieves that the new quality "discipline" has made the differences in'the groups 
which were once only sincere, In the last few seasons, Kerr continues, ths act- 
ing companies have begun to take on very marked and thorou-hly wified styles, 
The energy had existed before, the coherence had not. Dash marks as the fore- 
most reason the fact that the off Broadway groups are presenting better plays 
than before. Other reasons Dash listed include the fact that plays and players 
have made the switch from Off Broadway to Broadway, the fact that some Broad- 
way flops have been staged successfully off Broadway, the recognition by the 
critics, and finally the arrival of the Phoenix Theatre on 2nd Ave and 12th St, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..Critiocs await eagerly the day that wili annbunoce the news that 
a new theatre will be constructed in a new office building, relays Morehouse, 
World Telegram & Sun..,Watts,Post,is surprised to find the English dram re- 
viewers shocked at some of the lines in Joc}s,remembering England as the 
birthplace of the Restoration icv the troupe at’ the Presi- 
dent with only piano and organ accompanmo:t scans too much to Watt,News, Play 
goers get full orchestras for the seme price at the Phagniz and City Center, 


FIRST NIGHTS DEFINED..sA medieval proceeding having nothing whatever to do with a 
love of the theatre,Moss Hart defines in Herald Tribune's "Devil's Dictionary 
of the Theatre.” The passionate desire of first nighters,he continues, to take 
part in the ritual, and the grotesque scramble for seats in the fashionable 
locations represent a kind of mental bankruptoy. While the director ¢ Anniw 


sary Waltz defined most sihs and virtues of theatre, he admittedly skipped 
critics” out of cowardice. 


AWARD BUSINESS...George Jean Nathan ,Journal American, recorded his personal choices 
for the NY Drama Critics Circle awafds. They are Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Ondine and Golden le. Morehouse, is sure either lea and 5 or 
Teahouse of August will win..sEveryone who deserves probably 
Win one durin tha 


ring current award season, predicts Chapman, News, 


FIFE DEPT RULES...Recent closing down of off Broadway theatres by the new Fire Dept 
Commissioner Edward F Cavanagh,Jr, has a waugely femiliar ring to Sylvester, 
| Wews. It is again the story of a new city official finding out thet show bus- 
iness is a helpless target for any kind of attack, Drama editor suggests that 
Bellevue Hospital is a real panic trap, as is any police precinct house in NYC. 


Rew wow was wan] ace aw 


1 Pros & Cons by MK ' 


celebrating their 15th wedding anniver- ment.«,Entrance to one uptown theatre- 
sary, should keep the show open for months, which has only one set of doors might 
But keep the kids at home, they may get be checked by Fire Dept,,,Add to off 
new and expensive ideas about TV sets, Broadway legend the recent case of sye- 
diseppesred, 


press agent who-bas 


| Anniversary Waltz is a poor combinat- One of the forgotten reasons for 

ion oF Santor ent Rooms, Ex- the expansion of the Off Broadway 

cept for the vicarious thrill of watching theatre scene is the sad fact that 

an actor kick in two TV sets the comedy actors will work for small salaries 

has little that is origind ,clever or in the hope of being “seen,” Con- 
humorouse But the market at which the cesai ons by all unions are the real 

| production is aimed,neamely those couples €§ reason for the new Off Broadway move- 


The court hearing of the Circle in the Square invclving alleged Fire Depart 
ment violations aas been adjourned until april 23 . The cneutre producers sought and 
received the two week adjournment, Neither the Circle ‘he Club Theatre has as 
yet announced the location of their new homes, The Circ..'~ roduction of The Girl 
Girl on the Via Flaminia has been reviewed uptownonly by Atkinson,Times, He found 
uptown version jueét as well done and moving as the downtown productions 


Pleys 


Picnic closed.e,President Theatre is for rent for sumer months.eeThe Imoral- 
alist Is scheduled to close May leeeRobert Penn, Can-Can,plans to present Jimmy 
Savo in his first NY stage appearance since 1943 next season in Little World, Hello. 


People 


Estimated NYC attendance at 32 shows, on and off Broadway for current week 
by "CD" is 176,000.eeTrio of well known theatre people died this week. Frederick 
Lonedale died in London at age 75, Fritzi Scheff died in NY at age 74, dnd Father 
Eiben, director of Union City,NJ's "Veronica 's Veil Passion play, died in West 
Springfield Mass,at age 63.,.,.Rep Dorn, R-NY, introduced a bill in Congress to auth+ 


orize President Eisenhower to present a gold medal to Irving Berlin for composing 
"God Bless America." 


Award Dept 
the Golden sppie won the"Page One Award for Theatre” from the New York News- 
paper Guildeee annual Derwent Awards for best supporting actor and actress of 


season Will be voted April 28...Teahouse of August Moon picked as the best play by 
an author by "Theatre Club Brine Critics Cirole Awards to be voted 
Apr 


Summer Playhouses 


Bucks County PlayhousesNew Hope,Pad, will open May 29 with Mike Ellis and Howard 


Hoyt as thé new managers, The Mogh is pais with Jerome Cowan is the first show, Sew 
eral tryouts ate included in the schedulé 
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a 
RCA Victor will redora ofiginal dast album of The ApplesiiDecoa has 
signed Kaye Ballard, Golden Apple| to redbrd ihe top songs from her Gurrent showees 
Alfred Drake has recorded severa bg tunes for Cadente Redotds.s4Columbia Records 4 
will record Victor Borge's one man show " Comedy in Music 4" a 


- : 


